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ABSTRACT

This is a qualitative study of tﬁe developmental
process of lesbian identity, using the concept of social
interaction, the study focuses on how "toms" and "ladies"
define themselves and maintain their identities. The data
are gathered by interviewing and observation of 6 lesbian
couples ages between 26-35 years old, all of which are
working women.

Topics investigated and the findings:

1. Encouraging factors

- influneces of the family ie.the relationships
between members in their families and the significant
other within the family of which the person 1is mostly
concern;

- social norms ie.‘virginity is most important
for decent Thai women, from this it follows that parents
do not encourage close relationship between their daughter
and male friends (relationship with women are not
considered as lost of virginity);

- school environments and peer groups;

- the opportunity to meet other deviants.

2. The process of identity development and
maintenance strategies

- the person is attracted to

- closeness leads to initial sexual relationship;

- doubt in her heterosexuality. In case of

"lady" the process stops at this stage;



- accept and define oneself as "tom",learn the
"toms" norm and taking "toms" role;
- coming-out or passing depending on the

situational constrain. {for both "tom" and "lady").



