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Over the past decade, Thailand’s nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs), in response to political and economic changes, have
adopted new strategies to cooperate, rather than negotiate, with
the state so as to promote alternative forms of development. Their
self-repositioning affects the meaning and roles of alternative
development in Thailand. This paper examines the way in which
“alternative development” which once was a critique of “mainstream
development” has been included into mainstream development as a
result of NGOs’ changing roles and relationship with the state. It
argues that the collaboration between NGOs and the state can be
read as a “technology of power” which depoliticizes development
problems by turning them into the technical ones. This process
reproduces conservative ideologies and social inequality rather than
creating spaces for social justice and sustainable alternative

development is supposed to achieve.
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