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In this paper, I maintain that the remaining abundance of
ecosystem and natural resources in an area in the southern border
province region and that local residents still earn their living
primarily via agriculture and natural resources are not necessarily
identical to nature-friendly agriculture and natural resource
management. Nor are they identical to self-reliance and self-
sufficiency lives portrayed in romantic pictures of Malay Muslims’
ways of life and communities. These romantic pictures were
produced and have been constantly reproduced by groups and

organizations called “civil society sector” in Thai society.

The “civil society sector” always points out that the expansion of
market and capitalism, government policies promoting economic
growth as well as Malay Muslims’ lack of consciousness, greed,
and consumerism combined to create a crucial factor leading to
destructive agriculture and natural resource use and Malay
Muslims’ lost of their self-reliance capacity. However, I argue that
the unromantic and unpleasant lives of Malay Muslims in my
research site are in fact part of these people’s attempts to adapt
to complex contexts and conditions especially power structures
and power relations between the Thai state and them. These are
involved with security issues, ethno-religious conflicts, and the
violence long and continually taking place in the southern border

province region.

I maintain that as long as such human adaptations and the
question of power structures and power relations between the Thai
state and Malay Muslims are not addressed properly, the works of
“civil society sector” cannot be part of the solution to conflicts
and violence in the southern border province region as claimed.
Rather, they only serve the survival and the growth of groups and

organizations called “civil society sector.”
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