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This paper questions an ideal representation of the notion of self-
sufficiency and self-reliance circulated through media and
non-governmental organizations’ writings. Such a representation
created an understanding that organic farming is an agriculture
system aimed to create self-reliant and sufficiency economy and
as such it is able to help alleviate poverty among small-scale
farmers. However, organic farming is a commercial agriculture
system and its growth has a lot to do with state’s and capital’s
support and regulation. Relations in organic farming are grounded
in capitalism, not in self-reliant economy as claimed. In addition,
the promotion of organic farming took place when Thai “rural
societies” are rife with differences and inequality among rich,
middle-income and poor farmers. Given farmers’ unequal capacity
and access to land, capital and labor, the results of doing organic
farming varied accordingly. Farmers with access to land, capital
and labor benefit from doing organic farming whereas those with
less capital and land became more vulnerable after doing organic
farming. Given such findings, it is difficult to claim that organic
farming is a way to self-reliance of all farmers. The ideal
representation of organic farming as a way to self-reliance and

poverty alleviation for small-scale farmers should be questioned.
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