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Since the early 1990s, “community forestry” discourse in Thailand
has been proposed as an alternative to conventional forest
management and as a means to alleviate poverty in the rural
areas, especially in local communities in state-owned and -managed
forests. Community forestry advocates in Thailand have tended to
describe local communities living in the forest as in harmony with
nature through their subsistence mode of living and their
knowledge about the forest. This article argues that these
community forestry advocates’ static and romantic views about
local communities have in fact contributed to these communities’,
which adopted the community forestry schemes, less access to
forest resources. Using the case study of Huai Kaew community
forest in Huai-Kaew sub-district, Mae On district of Chiang Mai
Province, the article points out how community forestry has
become the Thai state’s new technology of power in regulating

and limiting local communities’ access to forest resources.
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