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ABSTRACT

"Porparn Barung Chhlong Tonnle":

Cambodians wives and their transcultural experiences of pregnancy

Bussabong Wisetpholchai

PhD student (Anthropology), Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology, Thammasat University

This paper explores the practices during pregnancy
(chhlong tonnle), birth giving and postpartum among
Cambodian bar girls whose spouses are from Western
countries. Based on eighteen months of ethnographic research
in Sihanoukville, Cambodia, the discussion focuses on how they
experience, adapt and negotiate through practices surrounding
pregnancy. | argue that the cultural diversity, dynamics and
contingency within contemporary Cambodian society have
enhanced their opportunities and possibilities and created
particular experiences of chhlong tonnle that are not confined

to any specific medical tradition.
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pregnancy, birth, postpartum, Cambodian women
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