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ABSTRACT

Discourse and Stigmatization of Psychiatric Disorder in Thailand

Chonnakarn Jatchavala

Department of Psychiatry, Faculty of Medicine, Prince of Songkla University

This article explores how the discourse of medical science
has transformed the definition of psychiatric disorder. It discusses
in particular the contesting discourses on psychiatric disorder
which form a basis of public stigmatization of psychiatric patients
in Thailand. Based on a sample discussion case, | point out that
there is a discrepancy between two dominant discourses, the
traditional Thai worldview and the scientific discourse of modern
medicine, in the attempt to transform the stigma of "insane”
persons to medical categorization of “psychiatric patients” with
“medical brain disease”. The consequences of such discrepancy
is exemplified in the contrasting diagnoses and opinions among

official health care providers.
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psychiatric disorder, discourse, psychiatric stigmatization
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Madness and Civilization: A History of Insanity in the Age of Reason (1967)
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