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ABSTRACT

Local Medicine and “Madness” Healing in Northern Thai Society

Nattaya Somwawiang

Graduate student (Social Development), Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiangmai University

This article explores key concepts in the understanding of
local medicine as one of alternative medicines and its relationship
to “madness” healing in Northern Thailand. It reviews literatures
on "madness” in two major areas of discussion. Firstly, | summarise
key issues in modern medicine and its treatment of mental
illness. Secondly, | discuss indigenous concepts of “madness”,
drawn from comparative studies in different societies. In the final
section, | provide a preliminary discussion of “madness” and local
ways of “madness” healing in Northern Thai society, where local
medicine is recognized as an alternative treatment of mentally
related symptoms. | argue that local medicine is a form of situated
knowledge that is closely intertwined with both local systems of
beliefs and social relationship within each society. It is a dynamic
system of knowledge which is open to constant changes and

exchanges in the context of transforming contemporary societies.
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madness, mental illness, local medicine, situated knowledge
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