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ABSTRACT

“Asoka” is one of Thailand's contemporary Theravada Buddhist movements which
has campaigned for its exegesis of dhamma under the leadership of Samana
Bodhiraksa. The movement has expanded its practicing communities and networks
of patrons over the past four decades. These Asoka communities and networks
constitute a social enterprise under a philosophy known as “Boon-niyom”, (as
opposed to capitalism, or “ Thun-niyom" in Thai). This article discusses Boon-niyom
morality from one of Asoka's key socio-economic activities called “Talad-ariya”
(Noble Market). It illustrates how this event form a field of Asoka’s dhamma
practices, where its members’ labour and devotion for the benefits of others are
considered a virtuous pathway towards salvation and ultimately nirvana. It finally
argues that this event exemplifies Asoka’s nuanced moral economy which proclaims
to criticize capitalism, but has at the same time adopted its rhetoric as the basis

of their movement.

keywords Theravada Buddhism, morality, Asoka Movement, Boon-niyom, Talad-ariya
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